tions. We may realize that Aryan Greek and Aryan Indian
were not so greatly removed from each other in affinities.
What this civilization meant, the remains of Taxila not far
from Rawalpindi, with its magnificent museum, explain to
modern eyes eloquently enough, especially when we also
realize that this Taxila, a century or so before the Christian
era, had a million inhabitants.

BUDDHISM AND ASOKA

Within a century of Alexander's departure, one of the
large Hindu states that the invader had failed to reach, fell
into the hands of the greatest of India's early rulers, Asoka,
His dominion approached in its vastncss that of Britain in
India or of the Mogul Emperor Aurungzcbe, nearly two
thousand years later. Asoka's rock edicts prescribing laws
and rules of life stand to this day over the length and breadth
of the land, and more are constantly being discovered. He
eventually adopted Buddhism, becoming finally a monk.

Never again has a Hindu or Buddhist monarch been
able to exercise such wide world dominion in India, and
after his death the kingdoms soon separated. The Tartar
invasions added their discords, though many of the new-
comers were absorbed as related., into the northern Buddhist
kingdoms. After Buddhism had become the almost universal
faith, it gradually became as complicated, with its cathedrals,
its abbots and its ceremonies, as the Brahminism and
Hinduism that it had displaced, and slowly it faded away
over the Himalayas, to Tibet, and to Central Asia. By
about A.D. 500, the whole country had become Hindu once
more with the Brahmin priesthood in full control. The
continent remained for many years broken up into Hindu
kingdoms, each as large as the great principalities of Europe,
and all quarrelling with each other. The rulers almost all
came of the old Aryan princely or baronial classes, the
Kshattriyas of the Aryan dominations, although in the north
Jat and Tartar blood must have been freely mingled
therewith.